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for the Imperial election. Charles had been away from
Austria for seven years and he was completely absorbed
by his stubborn defence of his Spanish rights. At first
he declined to accept his new responsibilities. His
brother had died in April and it was not until the end
of September that he finally consented to leave Spain.
He went first to Frankfort, where he was crowned as
Holy Roman Emperor, and then proceeded to Vienna.

, It had originally been planned that Charles was to
marry Caroline of Anspach, who was later the wife of
George II. of England. Caroline, however, had refused
to give up her Lutheran faith and become a convert to
Roman Catholicism. Elisabeth-Christina of Brunswick-
Wolfenbiittel was then chosen by Leopold for his son
Charles. Elisabeth-Christina, too, did not willingly turn
her back on Protestantism, but she was finally persuaded
by Leibniz and others that " in the spirit " she could
interpret Roman Catholicism as she chose.

She was sixteen when, in 1707, she was betrothed to
Charles. She had never seen her future husband, who
was then in Spain, In the summer of 1707, Elisabeth-
Christina travelled in state to Vienna where, it was
hoped, " she would have a better opportunity to con-
tinue the religious instruction " in her new faith. In
October, Charles's emissary arrived from Spain to
present his respects to her. Spanish was spoken at this
interview, for Charles was determined to make a Spanish
Queen out of her.

Charles and Elisabeth-Christina were married by
proxy in the parish church at Hietzing, near Vienna, in
April 1708. Joseph, in place of the groom, stepped to
the altar beside her. On April 25 Elisabeth-Christina,
who was later to be known to history chiefly as the